HOLY WEEK

This Sunday is Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week, when we recall the last week in Jesus’ human life and his victory over sin and death.  The days of this week, especially Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday night are the most important days in the Church year.  Because of their importance the Church’s liturgy, or way of celebrating these days, is like no other days in the year; our attention is focused on Jesus and the crucial events of these days nearly two thousand years ago.

On Sunday (Palm Sunday) we recall that Jesus entered Jerusalem triumphantly and then spent the night at Bethany at the house of his friends Lazarus, Martha and Mary.  On Monday he visited the Temple where he chased out the merchants, returning to Bethany in the evening.  On Tuesday he returned to the Temple where he taught and was confronted by various opponents.  On Wednesday he openly predicted his imminent death while his enemies bargained with Judas and plotted to kill him.

The next three days (the Sacred Triduum) of Holy Thursday (the evening service commemorates the Last Supper & first Eucharist), Good Friday (the afternoon service commemorates Jesus’ Trial & Crucifixion), and Holy Saturday (the evening Vigil of the Resurrection) are specially commemorated with unique liturgies.  They reach a high point at the Easter Vigil service when we celebrate the new life which Jesus’ resurrection brings to us and the whole of humanity, and the New Covenant between God and humanity sealed by Jesus’ sacrifice.  On Easter Sunday we rejoice with the whole Christian community in Jesus’ victory over sin and death.

On these days, and throughout the following 50 days of Easter, Christians are urged to pray and worship as a community of believers; to celebrate our redemption by the Risen Christ.

Here at school we shall provide our students with information about Holy Week and Easter but the practical application of that knowledge depends on you, their parents and caregivers.  The times of services during Holy Week are available from the parish churches.

