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PART ONE

Creation Stories
WORDS TO
UNDERSTAND
sacred

Sacred Stories
People throughout the world have always
told stories to express the deep beliefs
they have about themselves and the
world. Many of these tales, which have
been handed down for thousands of
years, tell of the ways different cultures
understand the mystery of life and
explain how this world and the things in it came into existence.
These tales are called creation stories.
Creation stories deal with questions such as:
•
•

Who are we?
Why are we here?

•
•

Why do we live and die?
How did our world begin?

Creation stories are tapu (sacred). They take place at the beginning of time, in the
chaos and emptiness of an unformed world. They do not give us scientific knowledge
about creation but help us see its spiritual meaning.
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Focus:
• People from different cultures and countries
have their own creation stories which explain
how the world and everything in it came to
exist.
• The best known creation story of Aotearoa
is Te Wehenga O Rangi Raua Ko Papa (The
separation of Rangi and Papa).

PART ONE – CREATION STORIES

Rangi and Papa – Te Wehenga O Rangi Raua
Ko Papa
Although the story of the separation of Ranginui and Papatūānuku is not the only
creation story from Aotearoa, it is the best known of the Māori accounts of the
creation of the world.
Before there was any light, there was only darkness. All was night. Before there was
even darkness, there was Te Kore (the Nothingness). The beginning was made from
nothing.
In the beginning of time Ranginui (the Sky Father) and Papatūānuku (the Earth
Mother) were locked together in an embrace and their children lay between them in
darkness. Some of the children wanted to separate their parents so that they could
emerge into te ao mārama (the world of light) and they discussed various plans to
achieve this. Tūmatauenga (the spirit of war) was the fiercest. He wanted to kill his
parents. The other children wanted to separate them so that Rangi, the sky, would
stand high above them and Papa, their mother, would be close to them. She was
their sustenance – they needed her. All the children agreed except for the last born,
Tāwhirimātea (the spirit of winds). He did not want his parents separated.
First Rongomatane (the spirit and guardian of all cultivated foods) attempted the task
of separation. He heaved and pushed trying to tear the heavens from the earth. But
he failed. Then Tangaroa (the spirit of the sea and the guardian of all things that live
in water) rose up to take his turn. He struggled mightily but he, too, failed.
The next to try was Haumia Tiketike (the spirit and guardian of all uncultivated food
that grows on land) but he had no more success than his brothers. Then it was the
turn of the warrior, Tūmatauenga. Tū slashed and cut at the bodies of the parents and
made them bleed but still Earth and Sky clung together. The blood that flowed from
them gives Māori their most sacred colour. It’s the symbol of the love of Rangi and
Papa for each other.
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Finally, it was the turn of Tāne Mahuta, the spirit and guardian of forests and all the
living things of the land – the parent of humankind. First he pushed with his arms like
his brothers had. He heaved and struggled but without success. Then he lay with his
shoulders pressed against Papa, his mother, and pushed with his legs and feet. Slowly,
over a great time, he began to push Rangi, the Sky away. It was a huge period of time
before Rangi was far enough apart from Papa to satisfy Tāne. It was a painful time.
Finally, light came into the world and the children could find their way about in it.

The children of Rangi and Papa divided
the world up amongst themselves but
Tā whirimātea was still angry about the
work of his brothers and he made war on
them, lashing them with storms and winds.
He still does this today. He lives with his
father the Sky and the other children with
their mother.
The tears of Rangi and Papa threatened to
flood the world so their children turned
Papa over so she could not see her beloved
husband. Slowly the weeping stopped.

A carving of Tāne nui a Rangi, a Māori god, sited at
the entrance to the forest aviary at Auckland Zoo.
Carving by Bernard Makoare, Manos Nathan, and
Lyonel Grant.
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Tāne then took some earth and made the body of a woman and breathed life into her
nostrils. She was Hine Ahu One, the earth-formed woman. The descendants of Tāne
and Hine Ahu One became the generations of men and women who increased and
multiplied.

PART ONE – CREATION STORIES

Task One
Different atua (spiritual forces and guardians) are important in the creation story
of Aotearoa.
In the table below, fill in the gaps using your knowledge of Te Wehenga O Rangi
Raua Ko Papa (The separation of Rangi and Papa).
Maori name

Description

Role in creation

Te Kore

Nothing

The beginning was made from
nothing

The Sky Father

Papatūānuku

He wanted to kill his parents and
slashed and cut at their bodies
He did not want his parents
separated and made war on his
brothers with storms and winds
The spirit and guardian of
cultivated foods
Tangaroa

Haumia Tiketike

The spirit and guardian of
forests and all living things of
the land
Her descendants became the
generations of men and women
who increased and multiplied
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Task Two
Make a poster based on the separation of Rangi and Papa.
Use the Cliff Whiting illustration below as a model.

‘TE WEHENGA O RANGI RAUA KO PAPA’ BY CLIFF WHITING
THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF NEW ZEALAND – TE PUNA MATAURANGA O AOTEAROA.

Task Three
Write a poem based on some aspect of the Rangi and Papa creation story and
illustrate it.
Use some of these key words or ideas:
•
•
•
•

Beginning
Nothing
Darkness
Earth

•
•
•
•

Sky
Embrace
Push
Struggle
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•
•
•
•

Separation
Light
Men
Women

PART ONE – CREATION STORIES

The Ngai Tahu Creation Story
Different iwi (tribes) in Aotearoa have their own accounts of the creation.
According to Ngai Tahu tradition, Aoraki, New Zealand’s highest mountain, also
known as Mount Cook, is the most sacred of tūpuna (ancestors).
When Raki (the Sky Father) married Papatūānuku (the Earth Mother), each of them
already had children by other unions, and some of the sons of Raki came down from
the heavens in a great waka (canoe) to greet their father’s new wife.
Aoraki (Cloud in the Sky) was in command, and with him were his brothers, Rakirua
(Raki the second), Rakiroa (Long Raki) and Rarakiroa (Long Unbroken Line).
They sailed across vast seas without finding land, and when attempting to return
to the heavens, the karakia (prayer) that should have lifted their waka back to the
heavens failed. The waka fell back into the water and turned over onto its side.
As the brothers climbed onto the overturned canoe they turned to stone, and remain
there today as the principal mountains in the Southern Alps. Their canoe, Te Waka
a Aoraki, is the South Island.

Task Four
Creation stories tell why certain important things came to exist.
What beginnings does this story from Ngai Tahu (a tribe who live in the South
Island of New Zealand) tell about?

Something to Think About
There are other versions of the creation story that belong to the different iwi of
Aotearoa. What can you find out about any of these?
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Extension Exercise
Peoples all over the world have their own creation stories. What can you discover
about the creation story of one other culture or country? Try searching on the
Internet.
Here are some suggestions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Raven and the Eskimo People
(Alaska)
Mundungkala (Australia)
Qat, the Life-Giver
(Banks Island)
Seb and Nut (Egypt)
Eurynome (Greece)
Nam (India)
Purusha of the Golden Egg
(India)
Great Allah (Middle East)
Earth-Maker
(North America)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Earth-Mother
(North America)
The Way Earth Was Made
(North America)
Pacha Mama
(South America)
The Giant Turtle
(Papua New Guinea)
The Mother and the Sea
(Papua New Guinea)
The Two Brothers
(Papua New Guinea)
Tagaloa and Tuli (Samoa)
Ti’i and Hina (Tahiti)

Head up your page with the name of the story and the culture it comes from.
Briefly tell the story in your own words, using illustrations as you wish.

Something to Think About
How is this creation story like or not like that of Rangi and Papa?
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PART TWO

Creator of Heaven and Earth
Focus:
• Christians believe that God created the
universe.
• The Book of Genesis tells two stories of
creation that have been handed down by Jews
and Christians in their Scriptures.
• The Genesis creation stories tell us that Te Atua
(God) created the universe.
• Science explains the universe God created.

WORDS TO
UNDERSTAND
stewardship
the ‘big bang’ theory

Creator of Heaven and Earth
Christians believe that God created the universe:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

Two Hebrew Creation Stories
The Book of Genesis tells two stories of Creation that have been handed down by Jews
and Christians in their Scriptures.
The first creation story begins with a description of great emptiness and goes on to
describe how Te Atua, from outside the universe, introduced creation in stages – light,
water, plants, animals, and so on, including humankind.
The second creation story takes place within the Garden of Eden – here God acts as a
gardener or sculptor who is working inside the garden.
11
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The First Creation Story – The Creation of
the Universe
To understand this story it helps to know how the ancient Hebrews saw the universe.
The diagram shows how they believed the different parts of the universe – the
heavens, the earth and below the earth – were arranged.

God’s Dwelling

Hail
Snow

Rain
Firmament

Sheol

Pillars of the
Earth
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Task Five
Listen as your teacher reads the first story of creation from Genesis 1-2:4
(or read it yourself in your Bible).
For each stage in this creation story – from the beginning to the seventh
day – sort out what happened by writing down the letter of the alphabet
that goes with the correct description.
The Beginning

Day Three

Day Six

Day One

Day Four

Day Seven

Day Two

Day Five

a.

God creates and separates light and darkness, naming them “Day”
and “Night”.

b.

God creates the sun, the moon and the stars, and sets them in the
dome of the sky.

c.

After creating all kinds of animals, God makes men and women in God’s
own image, giving them responsibility for the earth and everything on
it.

d.

The earth is a big lump of darkness covered by water – the power
of God moves above the water.

e.

God brings all the water together in one place so that the land will
appear – the land is called “Earth” and the water is named “Sea”.
The earth produces all types of plants.

f.

Now that the universe is created God rests from work.

g.

God creates a dome to divide the water and keep it in two separate
places – this dome is called “Sky”.

h.

God creates birds and fish.
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Task Six
IIlustrate the different stages of creation as they are presented in Genesis (1-2:4).
And God saw that it was Good
In the first Genesis creation story Te Atua stops at each stage of his work to admire
what he has done: “And God saw that it was good.”
After creating the heavens, the sea, the earth and all it contains, God goes on to
create man and woman. This time when God stops to look at his work we learn:
“And God saw everything that he had made and saw that it was very good.”
Once Te Atua has finished his work of creation he hands over responsibility for its
care to humankind. God then rests from his work.
Made in the image and likeness of God, the tangata (humans) were created by God to
live in harmony with the animals and plants of the world.

The Second Creation Story – The Garden of Eden
In the second creation story (Genesis 2:5-24)
God planted a garden in Eden and made
all kinds of beautiful trees grow there and
produce good fruit. The Garden of Eden is a
symbol of the whole of God’s creation – it is
a world of life and well-being.
Into this garden Te Atua placed his human
creation to cultivate it and guard it. Humans
were given the responsibility of caring for all
of God’s creation with wisdom and aroha
(love). This responsibility is called stewardship.
By naming all of the birds and animals God’s
human creation performs the first act of
stewardship.
14

The Temptation of Adam and Eve c. 15711575 Titian (1477/89-1576). Oil on canvas,
Museo del Prado, Madrid, Spain
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Task Seven
Read about the Garden of Eden in Chapter 2 of Genesis.
•
•

List all of the things that are found in the Garden of Eden
Design a map of the Garden of Eden that includes all the things that
you have listed. Remember that four rivers flow around the Garden
of Eden – the Pishon, the Gihon, the Tigris, and the Euphrates.

Something to Discuss
In pairs or small groups discuss the following statements about God’s creation
of the world as it is told in Genesis.
Decide where you would place each statement on the line below.

Strongly disagree

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Strongly agree

One God created the universe
Many gods were involved in
creation
God planned creation
Creation happened by chance
God created everything good
Some parts of creation are
good
God wants the whole of
creation to do well
God doesn’t care whether
creation does well

•
•
•
•

•
•

15

God wants creation to be a
place of goodness and beauty
God accepts that some parts
of creation will be abused
God wants people to be
caretakers for all of creation
God gives people the right
to treat creation in whatever
way they want
God is pleased with creation
and celebrates by resting
God is not concerned with
celebrating the wonders of
creation

PART T WO – CREATOR OF HEVAN AND EARTH

Something to Think About
How are the creation stories that appear in Genesis like/unlike that of Rangi
and Papa?
How are the creation stories that appear in Genesis like/unlike any other creation
story that you know?

Science and Creation
Christianity teaches that there is only
one God and that the whole universe,
including the earth, was created by
Te Atua.
While Te Paipera Tapu (the Holy Bible)
tells us that God created the universe
it does not set out to give a scientific
explanation of how God created it.
Scientists are people who are curious
about the world around them, from the
smallest atomic particle to the largest
galaxy in space. Scientists believe that
it is important to study the world – they
ask questions, design experiments and
come up with theories to answer those
questions.

This holds that around 15 billion years
ago, the substance of the whole universe
was once compressed into a very small
space only a few millimetres across. It
exploded, throwing its contents outward,
eventually forming the stars and planets
in our universe. Over a period of billions
of years, in a series of gradual steps, the
rest of creation appeared on planet earth.
Catholics and most Christians look
to science as a way of exploring God’s
creation and welcome the contribution
science makes to our lives. However they
believe that aspects of Te Ao Wairua (the
spiritual world) are beyond the tools of
scientists.

Over the centuries scientists have
developed a number of theories about
how the universe came to be. Today most
scientists support the “big bang” theory.
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Task Eight
Look at each of these statements and decide what your personal position is on
each of them.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Genesis tells us that God created the universe
Genesis tells us how God created the universe
Science explains why the universe is the way it is
Science explains how the universe works
If you believe Genesis you cannot agree with the ‘big bang’ theory
Science is an important way of learning about God’s creation
Through science we can discover all we need to know about life
Together Christianity and science can make the world a better place
to live in

NASA

Strongly disagree

Strongly agree

Our scientific power has outrun our
spiritual power. We have guided missiles
and misguided men…
Science gives man knowledge which is
power; religion gives man wisdom which
is control.
From Strength in Love by Martin Luther King
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The Lifetime of the Universe
The universe is an amazing place. A well-known scientist, Carl Sagan, has suggested
what the timeline for the universe would look like if its entire 15 billion year history
could be fitted into the space of a single year:
1 January

Big bang

1 May

Origin of the Milky Way galaxy

9 September

Origin of our solar system

14 September

Formation of earth

9 October

Date of oldest fossils (bacteria and algae)

15 November

Oldest fossil plants

1 December

Significant oxygen atmosphere develops on earth

17 December

First invertebrates (animals without backbones)

19 December

First vertebrates (animals with backbones)

22 December

First amphibians and winged insects

24 December

First dinosaurs

26 December

First mammals

29 December

First primates (apes)

31 December

First humans

Something to Discuss
•
•

 hat to you is the most interesting or amazing aspect of the above
W
information about the universe?
Why?
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PART THREE
De-creation

Focus:
• De-creation is a result of humankind’s decision
to operate apart from Te Atua.
• Humankind’s separation from the rest of
creation.
• The devastation of the earth’s environment
by humankind is the most obvious example of
the physical destruction of God’s creation.
• God’s covenant with Noah is a sign that
Te Atua continues to care for creation.

WORDS TO
UNDERSTAND
The reign of God

The Promise of Re-Creation
As well as telling us about God’s creation of the universe and everything that lives in
it, the Book of Genesis also tells a story that explains how evil entered the good world
that God made. This is how it goes:
In the middle of the Garden of Eden stood two trees – the tree of life and
the tree that gives knowledge of what is good and what is bad. God said to
his human creation, “You may eat the fruit of any tree in the garden, except
the tree that gives knowledge of what is good and what is bad. You must
not eat the fruit of that tree; if you do, you will die the same day.”
The man and woman chose to disobey God and eat the forbidden fruit.
Because of this they are driven out of the beautiful, life-giving Garden of
Eden and forced to work hard to make the earth produce enough food
for them to survive until their lives end. By eating from the tree and going
against the Creator’s plan humankind caused sin and death to enter the
world.
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Task Nine
Read Genesis 3:17-19 to find out what God said when the man and woman
separated themselves from God.
Fill in the gaps in the passage below:
work

food

formed

weeds

curse

made

sweat

soil

ground

wild

Because of what you have done, the
have to

will be under a

. You will

hard all your life to make it produce enough

for you.

It will produce

and thorns, and you will have to eat

will have to work hard and

to make the

until you go back to the soil from which you were

plants. You

produce anything,
. You were

from soil, and you will become soil again.

Task Ten
•
•

 hich words in the above passage tell us that the relationship between
W
humans and the rest of creation has changed?
How has this relationship changed?
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The Chain of Sin
In Year Ten you will study sinfulness
and reconciliation in more detail. This
present topic focuses on the impact of
sin on people’s relationship with the
rest of the created world, especially
the environment.

The story of Adam and Eve’s disobedience
is a way of explaining why humankind
experiences a deep sense of separation
affecting every aspect of life:
•
•
•
•
•

separation from God
separation from self
separation from nature
separation from other persons
separation from other nations
or cultures

Mostly this neglect and harming of
the natural environment is caused by
thoughtlessness and greed. People
use nature for their own purposes
without thinking about the effects
that their actions will have on the

Following the expulsion of Adam and
Eve from the Garden of Eden, sin spread
quickly throughout the world that God
had created. De-creation became a part
of human experience.

environment and future generations.

The book of Genesis tells a series of
stories that shows how this chain of
sin (or de-creation) came to touch all of
creation.
•
•
•

Cain and Abel
(Genesis 4:8-16)
Noah and the Flood
(Genesis 6:5-9:29)
The Tower of Babel
(Genesis 11:1-9)
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Task Eleven
Read the above stories and complete the following summaries of them by
choosing the correct word from the box:
Noah

city

alive

tower

understand

sky

Babel

language

forty

brother

boat

pleased

offering

animal

flood

nights

murder

wickedness

God

male

1.

Cain commits the first

when he kills Abel, his
, because he is angry that God favours Abel’s
over his own.

2.

decides to wipe out all of the people on earth because of their
. But the Lord is
with Noah and tells him to build a

so that he and his

family will be safe when the rain comes to
God commands

to take a

every kind of

the earth.
and female of

and bird into the boat to keep

them

. When it rains for

and

days

the only creatures left alive are Noah and those

with him on his boat.
3.

The people of the world have only one

to

begin with. They plan to build a city with a
the

that reaches

. God decides to punish them for their pride by confusing

their language so that they will not be able to
each other. They are forced to stop
building the

which is called
22
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De-creation
The devastation of the earth’s environment and the threat to the future of the planet
is the most obvious example of the physical destruction of God’s creation. This
physical de-creation comes about as a result of sin – our misuse of the free will that
Te Atua gave us.
The anonymous poem “De-creation” describes how humankind have destroyed God’s
ordered creation in the name of progress:
1

In the beginning was the earth,
and the earth was beautiful.
But the people living on the earth said,
“Let us build skyscrapers and expressways.”
So they paved the earth with concrete
and said, “It is good!”

2

On the second day,
the people looked at the rivers and said,
“Let us dump our sewage into the waters.”
So they filled the waters with sludge
and said, “It is good!”

3

On the third day,
the people looked at the forest and said,
“Let us cut down the trees and build things.”
So they levelled the forests
and said, “It is good!”
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4

On the fourth day,
the people saw the animals and said,
“Let us kill them for sport and money.”
So they destroyed the animals
and said, “It is good!”

5

On the fifth day,
the people felt the cool breeze and said,
“Let us burn our garbage and let the breeze
blow it away.”
So they filled the air with carbon
and said, “It is good!”

6

On the sixth day,
the people saw other nations on earth and said,
“Let us build missiles in case
misunderstandings arise.”
So they filled the land with missile sites
and said, “It is good!”

7

On the seventh day,
the earth was quiet and deathly silent,
for the people were no more.
and it was good!
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Task Twelve
The poem deals with six major threats to the world’s environment.
a.

After reading the poem, explain in your own words what each of these
six threats involves.

b.

In the last two spaces name and explain two other threats not named in
the poem that the earth’s environment faces.

Name
1.

Urbanisation

2.

Ocean Dumping

3.

Deforestation

4.

Extinction

5.

Air Pollution

6.

Industrialisation
and Warfare

Explaination

7.

8.
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Something to Think About
•
•
•

In the poem De-creation what has happened to the earth by the
seventh day?
How have the events of the first six days caused this to happen?
Why do the events in the poem take place over seven days?

God Offers Hope to All Living Things
The stories of Cain and Abel, Noah and the flood, and the tower of Babel reveal
a world that is broken by sin. It is a world where men and women act out of
self-interest and refuse to be concerned about the needs of all of God’s creation.
While these stories show that sin is very deep and widespread in the world, they also
show that God continues to care about the world Te Atua has created.

BIGSTOCKPHOTO.COM

God very much wants to restore the world to a state in which the well-being of all
creation is no longer threatened but is cared for and nourished.

A computer-generated 3D model of Noah's ark.
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Task Thirteen
The story of God’s relationship with Noah shows that God continues to care for
creation even though the world is a sinful place.
Read the following account of God’s covenant with Noah.
“God said to Noah and his sons, I am now making my covenant with you and
with your descendants, and with all living beings – all birds and all animals
– everything that came out of the boat with you. With these words I make
my covenant with you: I promise that never again will all living beings be
destroyed by a flood; never again will a flood destroy the earth. As a sign
of this everlasting covenant which I am making with you and with all living
beings, I am putting my bow in the clouds. It will be a sign of my covenant
with the world. Whenever I cover the sky with clouds and the rainbow
appears, I will remember my promise to you and to all the animals that a
flood will never again destroy all living beings. When the rainbow appears
in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between
me and all living beings on earth. That is a sign of the promise which I am
making to all living beings.”
Genesis 9:8-17
a.

How does this incident show that God continues to care for creation?

b.

Draw a picture of the sign that God sends to mark the promise God
made to all living beings.
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The Rainbow Warrior
The Rainbow Warrior is the new flagship of the world-wide Greenpeace
Environmental Organisation. It replaces the previous Rainbow Warrior which was
sunk in Auckland Harbour by French Secret Service Agents in 1985. The present
Rainbow Warrior continues the same role of environmental protest ship.
The ship was named for an ancient Native American prophecy, which predicted that
the earth would one day become very polluted. When this happened, people from all
over the world would join together as Warriors of the Rainbow, returning the earth to
its natural beauty and harmony:
There will come a time when the earth is sick and the animals and plants
begin to die. Then the Indians will regain their spirit and gather people of all
nations, colours and beliefs to join together in the fight to save the Earth:
The Rainbow Warriors.
Ancient Native American prophecy
This ancient story became the inspiration for the early Greenpeace activists.

 omething to
S
Think About
• W
 hat do the rainbow in the Noah
story and the legend
of the Rainbow Warriors have in
common?
• W
 hy is “Rainbow Warrior” a suitable
name for a ship that protests about
environmental issues?

The Rainbow Warrior resting on the bottom
after the bombing / © Greenpeace
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PART FOUR

Jesus Christ – the New Creation
Focus:
• The Old Testament looks forward to the time
when Te Rangatiratanga (God’s reign) will be
established on earth and creation will be
renewed.
• Through Hehu Karaiti (Jesus Christ) God renews
and completes creation.
•
Jesus teaches his followers that God cares
for creation.

WORDS TO
UNDERSTAND
The reign of God

The Promise of Re-Creation
The Old Testament is full of situations where God continues to reach out in love to
the world Te Atua has created – and especially towards humankind, even when they
repeatedly choose self-interest over God’s will.
Two such important situations where God is shown bringing goodness and blessings
to the people of Israel are recorded in the Hebrew Scriptures:
God promises Abraham and Sarah that their descendants will
become God’s Chosen People.
Genesis17:4-8
God calls Moses to lead the Chosen People out of slavery in
Egypt to a new life in the Promised Land – “a land flowing with
milk and honey”.
Exodus 3:8
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Over time the Chosen people came to believe that a saviour would appear who
would establish the reign of God on earth – a reign marked by the forgiveness of
sins, hohou rongo (reconciliation), tika (justice) and rangimārie (peace).
Te Rangatiratanga would be a new creation that would replace the world of sin.

Isaiah’s Vision
When the prophet Isaiah imagines what God’s reign will be like he writes of a time
when all created things will live together in peace. Isaiah pictures this time as a
return to the peace of the Garden of Eden:
Wolves and sheep will live together in peace,
and leopards will lie down with young goats.
Calves and lion cubs will feed together,
and little children will take care of them.
Cows and bears will eat together,
and their calves and cubs will lie down in peace.
Lions will eat straw as cattle do.
Even a baby will not be harmed if it plays near a poisonous snake.
On Zion, God’s holy hill, there will be nothing harmful or evil.
The land will be as full of knowledge of the Lord as the seas are full of water.
Isaiah 11:6-9
GETTY IMAGES

 omething to
S
Think About
•

How is the world that Isaiah imagined
different from our world today?

•

How is the world that Isaiah pictured
like the Garden of Eden?

The Peaceable Kingdom, 1832-34,
Edward Hicks (1780-1849)
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Jesus Christ
Jesus Christ, Te Tamaiti A Te Atua (the Son of God), along with Te Matua (the Father)
and Te Wairua Tapu (the Holy Spirit), is the source of every created thing.
The Scriptures tell us that “all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and the
invisible”, were created in Christ (Colossians 1:16).
When the Son of God came to live on earth as a human being, Jesus, he continued
and renewed God’s work of creation.
Through the life, death and Te Aranga (the Resurrection) of Jesus, God’s reign was
established on earth. Jesus’ presence was the most powerful sign of God’s creative
activity in the world.
BIGSTOCKPHOTO.COM
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Task Fourteen
a.

Unscramble the jumbled words in the statements below to discover
different ways that Hehu (Jesus) continued and renewed God’s work
of creation.

Jesus proclaimed freedom to
Jesus brought

. (NOSSRERIP)

(OGDO) news to the poor.

Jesus spoke in parables that showed he valued
Jesus brought sight to the
Jesus

. (RETANU)

. (LDBNI)

(EDLEAH) the sick.

Jesus set

(EFRE) the oppressed.

Jesus announced a time when the Lord would save his

.

(OPPEEL)
Jesus calmed the
Jesus

. (MTSOR)
sins. (AVGEROF)

Jesus raised the

to life. (AEDD)

Jesus restored our relationship with God through his
and

. (SERRUSTECNOIR)
b.

Name two other things that Jesus did that renewed creation.
1.
2.

32

(AETHD)

PART FOUR – JESUS CHRIST – THE NEW CREATION

Jesus shows that God cares
When Hehu teaches his followers he reminds them that God cares for his creation:
Do not be worried about the food and drink you need in order to stay alive,
or about clothes for your body. After all, isn’t life worth more than food?
And isn’t the body worth more than clothes? Look at the birds: they do not
plant seeds, gather a harvest and put it in barns; and yet your Father in
heaven takes care of them! Aren’t you worth much more than birds? Can
any of you live a bit longer by worrying about it?
And why worry about clothes? Look how the wild flowers grow: they
do not work or make clothes for themselves. But I tell you that not even
King Solomon with all his wealth had clothes as beautiful as one of these
flowers. It is God who clothes the wild grass – grass that is here today
and gone tomorrow, burned up in the oven. Won’t he be all the more sure
to clothe you?
Matthew 6:25-30

Task Fifteen
a.

What two examples from nature does Hehu use to teach his followers
about God’s care for creation?
1.
2.

b.

What special message does Jesus have for God’s human creation?
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Celebrating the Creator
Focus:
• People have always celebrated the relationship
between the Creator and creation.
• The Hebrew and Christian Scriptures –
especially the Psalms – celebrate Te Atua as the
source of all creation.
• Writers and artists today continue to respond
to God and creation.

WORDS TO
UNDERSTAND
psalm

Songs of Praise
Since human life first appeared on this planet, people have celebrated the
relationship between the created world and the Creator responsible for it. As part
of creation we lead creation in its praise of God and express that praise.
Both the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures contain prayers and waiata (songs)
which celebrate the Lord who made heaven and earth. This Lord is the source of the
world’s beauty and goodness. In the psalms, especially, all created things, including
humankind, are called on to praise the Lord. For praise is the natural response of
creatures to their creator.
In Psalm 148 heaven, earth and all creation are called together to praise God. This
psalm celebrates the links that exist among all things that Te Atua has made.
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Task Sixteen
a.

b.

Psalm 148

How many created things are
called upon to praise God in
Psalm 148? Count them.

Alleluia!
Praise God from the heavens,
Praise God in the heights!
Praise God, all you angels,
Praise God, you heavenly hosts!

Sort these created things into
the following groups:
•	Things found in the
heavens
•	Things found on the earth,
in the sea, and in the air
•

Humankind

c).

Copy out a section of the
psalm that most speaks to
you about creation’s response
to its Creator.

d.

Illustrate some aspect of this
psalm.

Praise God, sun and moon,
Praise God, shining stars.
Praise God, highest heavens,
and the waters above the heavens!
Let them praise the name of God,
at whose command they were created.
God established them forever;
by an unchanging decree.
Praise God, all you on earth,
sea monsters and all the depths,
fire and hail, snow and frost,
stormy winds that obey God’s word!
Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!
Beasts, wild and tame,
reptiles and birds on the wing!
All earth’s rulers and peoples,
leaders and those of renown!
Young men and women,
the old together with children!

BIGSTOCKPHOTO.COM

Let us praise your name, O God,
for your name alone is exalted;
your glory above heaven and earth.
You exalt the strength of your people,
you are praise of all your saints,
for all the faithful near to you.
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Task Seventeen
Many of the psalms tell us about God’s relationship with the created world.
a.

Use your copy of the Bible and number the scripture references with
the matching numbers of the passages from the scripture.

1

Say to all the nations, “The Lord is king!
The earth is set firmly in place and cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with justice.”
Be glad, earth and sky!
Roar, sea, and every creature in you;
be glad fields and everything in you!
The trees in the woods will shout for joy
when the Lord comes to rule the earth.

2

3

All creatures depend on you
to give them food when they need it.
You give it to them, and they eat it;
you provide food, and they are satisfied.
When you turn away, they are afraid;
when you take away your breath, they die
and go back to the dust from which they came.
But when you give them breath, they are created;
You give new life to the earth.
When I look at the sky, which you have made,
at the moon and the stars, which you set in their places
– what are humankind, that you think of them;
mere humans, that you care for them?
The world and all that is in it belong to the Lord;
the earth and all who live on it are his.

4

How clearly the sky reveals God’s glory!
How plainly it shows what God has done!

5

Lord, you have made so many things!
How wisely you made them all!

6

The earth is filled with your creatures.
There is the ocean, large and wide,
where countless creatures live,
large and small alike.
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Psalm 8:3-4
Psalm 19:1
Psalm 24:1
Psalm 96:10-13
Psalm 104:24-25
Psalm 104:27-30
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b.

Complete the following statements about God’s relationship with the
created world as revealed in the psalms:

•

The world and everything in it belongs to

•

The earth is filled with God’s countless

•

All creatures

.
.

on God to give them food when they

need it.
•

God gives new

to the earth.

•

The sky reveals God’s

c.

Choose one of the passages from the psalms and use it as the starting
point for one of the following activities:

•
•
•

A poster
A prayer
A song
NASA

.
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Task Eighteen
a.

Make up a wordsquare for one of the psalms that celebrates the
relationship between the Creator and creation. Psalms 8, 19, 24, 96,
104 and 148 are suitable ones but there are many other possibilities.
Explore them in your Bible.
Head up your wordsquare with the number of the psalm.
Use as many words as you can that link in with the theme of creation.
List the words you have used beside your wordsquare.

Psalm

Word list
q

b.

Write a sentence about this psalm.
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Praising the Creator
Today

A Song of Creation

Today, all over the world, writers and
musicians continue to praise God the
Creator. Joy Cowley, a well-known
New Zealand author, has written
many poems that celebrate God’s lifegiving presence. These she has called
Aotearoa Psalms or Psalms Down-Under.
Here is one of them:

Oh, my Creator,
I can’t take it in.
My mind won’t wrap around it,
my breath is hushed with awe
as I consider this being you have made,
this delicate machine, this I.

by Joy Cowley

NASA

I can’t guess how old the universe is,
billions and billions of years,
but I do know that every element
in this body of mine, has existed
from the very beginning.
Way back when this earth
was a ball of fire in the void,
the components of my being
were as much there with you,
as was my soul, oh God.
Every atom of me that is now,
was also then.
And I know that in the entire history
of this amazing universe,
there has never been another creation
exactly like me.
Nor will there be another me,
ever again.
I am one of a kind.
Oh God, when I think about that,
I feel faint with wonder
and gratitude.
From Psalms Down-Under, page 39
(Catholic Supplies NZ Ltd, 1996)
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Task Nineteen
1.

Which aspect of creation is Joy Cowley trying to wrap her mind around
in “A Song of Creation”? (verse one)

2.

What does Joy mean when she says that “every element in this body of
mine has existed from the very beginning”? (verse two)

3.

Why do you think she says that this universe is “amazing”? (verse three)

4.

How does Joy Cowley feel towards Te Atua when she realises that she is
“one of a kind”? (verse four)
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God’s Co-creators
Focus:
• God invites humankind to be God’s
Co-creators.
• Stewardship involves working on God’s
behalf to care for the rest of creation
and to use it wisely.
• In our own time, as in the past, there
are many individuals and groups who
are examples of good stewardship.

WORDS TO
UNDERSTAND
co-creator
co-creation
dominion
stewardship
ecology

Christian Stewardship
In Genesis God creates humankind in his own image to “have dominion over the
fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle and all the wild beasts
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth” (Genesis 1:26). In some
scripture translations humans are to have control or mastery over the rest of
creation.
What God is doing here is inviting humans to work with him as co-creators. The
word dominion tells us that God is handing over to humankind the responsibility of
looking after the earth. It soon becomes humankind’s task “to cultivate and take care
of” the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:15). As caretakers of creation, men and women are
charged with acting on God’s behalf. This task is sometimes called stewardship – it
requires commitment, wisdom and courage.
Dominion is not the same as domination. It does not mean that people have the right
to use (or abuse) the earth’s resources however they choose. As Christian stewards
we are accountable to Te Atua for the use of all things.
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As Pope John Paul II said in a Letter
addressed to all members of the Church:
We even have to respect the
natural world around us.
We cannot use the different
kinds of beings – animals, plants
minerals – simply as we wish.
We have to take their nature into
account. We should realise that
our natural resources are limited.
We should be aware of the
consequences of the use of
those resources, the pollution
of our world, with its serious
consequences for our health.
On Social Concerns (1987).
From a popular translation by
Father Joseph Donders.
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Task Twenty
Which of the following statements show a true understanding of stewardship?
• Discuss the statements in pairs or in small groups.
• Beside each statement write whether it is true or false. If you can’t
decide write unsure next to it.
All living things and the earth itself are
signs of God’s presence

Caring for the earth requires
co-operation with others

Humans have the right to use the
earth’s resources however they want

People who work hard deserve to
have more of the earth’s resources
than those who don’t

Only those responsible for damaging
the earth need to work to improve the
earth’s environment

People are always happier if they
have more of the earth’s resources

All creatures and the earth itself are
gifts from God

The resources of the earth are to
be shared for the good of the entire
human family

Respect for human life and respect for
the rest of creation go hand in hand

Rich people have the right to more
of the earth’s resources than the poor

The poor have the same right to the
earth’s resources as the rich

Caring for the earth is only an
individual responsibility

Respect for nature is different from
respecting other people

Human happiness does not depend
on gathering more and more material
things

What happens to one small part of
creation affects the whole of creation
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Models of Stewardship
In recent times, as in the distant past, there have been many people who have been
examples of good stewardship. Sir Peter Blake, Francis and Clare of Assisi all made a
“difference” to the world in which they lived.
Sir Peter Blake
We want to restart people caring for the environment as it must be cared
for. To win, you have to believe you can do it. You have to be passionate
about it. You have to really “want” the result, even if this means years of
work. The hardest part of any big project is to begin. We have begun, we are
underway, we have a passion. We want to make a difference.
from Sir Peter Blake’s final log, Thursday, 6 December, 2001, 17:15 GMT
Written aboard Seamaster on the Amazon River only hours before his death, these
final words posted on Sir Peter Blake’s website speak of his great commitment to
protect life in, on and around the waters of the world.
In a brilliant yachting career that included winning the America’s Cup twice, in 1995
and again in 2000, Sir Peter showed determination, leadership, and creativity. These
same qualities were present in Sir Peter’s work for the environment and led to his
being appointed as a Special Envoy to the United Nations Environment Programme in
July 2001.
Everywhere they sailed, especially in the Antarctic and Arctic Oceans and along the
great rivers of the world, Sir Peter and his companions on the expedition spread the
important message that:
•
the earth is a unique and beautiful place
•
we must take better care of it
•
we must start now – unless we do the earth will soon become a totally
different place, one which we won’t like.
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One of Sir Peter’s great skills was to help scientists, politicians, business leaders and
the men and women in the street to appreciate the beauty of the planet and the
environmental threats it faces. He made people aware that the quality of water and
the quality of life are essential to the ongoing health of this planet of ours, not just
here in the Amazon, but everywhere.

Task Twenty-One
1.

How was Sir Peter Blake a good example of stewardship?

Something to Discuss
What do you think Peter Blake meant when he said:
• “To win, you have to believe you can do it. You have to be passionate
about it. You have to really “want” the result, even if this means years
of work.”
• “The hardest part of any big project is to begin.”
• “We want to make a difference.”

Something to Think About
•
•

Why is it important for us to have people such as Peter Blake as role
models?
What other well-known people in the world today are good examples
of stewardship?
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Francis and Clare of Assisi
My brothers, birds, you should praise your
Creator very much and always love him.

Francis was born at Assisi in Italy in 1181
or 1182. His father, Piero Bernardone,
was a rich merchant, and Francis
planned to follow him in his trade,
although he also had dreams of being a
troubadour or a knight.
After being captured during a war with
a neighbouring city, Perugia, Francis
was imprisoned for a year. Later, when
he became very sick his mind turned to
God.
Francis decided to give his whole life to
God. He gave away his rights and all his
possessions which made his father very
angry. Along with a group of companions
he formed a brotherhood of friars. They
St Francis Preaching to the Birds, 1297-1299,
travelled throughout Italy and beyond,
(c1900-1920). A print after a fresco in San
telling people to turn from earthly things Francesco Upper Church, Assisi, Italy, from Art
History and Literature Illustrations.
to Christ. In his life and preaching,
Francis encouraged people to live a simple
and poor lifestyle. He challenged them to rely on God’s gifts rather than worldly
goods. The brothers worked or begged for what they needed, and anything left over
was given to the poor.
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Francis of Assisi
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Women also followed the same lifestyle
as Francis. Clare, an eighteen year
old noblewoman from Assisi, decided
to dedicate herself to poverty and
prayer after she heard Francis preach.
As Francis’ spiritual soulmate, Clare
founded an order of sisters.

The birds stretched their necks and
extended their wings as Francis walked
among them touching and blessing
them. This event was a turning point for
Francis. From that day on, he reminded
the birds and all animals to praise and
love their Creator.

Francis gave many famous sermons –
one to a flock of birds. Once, while he
and some friars were travelling along the
road, Francis looked up and saw that the
trees were full of birds. Francis left his
companions in the road and ran eagerly
toward the birds, humbly begging them
to listen to the word of God.

Francis worked to care for the poor,
and one of his first actions after his
conversion was to care for lepers.
Thousands of people were drawn to his
sincerity, holiness, and joy. In all his
actions, Francis tried to follow fully
the way of life taught by Christ in the
Gospels.

One of the friars, Thomas of Celano,
copied down the sermon, which is full of
Francis’ love for creation and its Creator:

Francis is well known for the song
“Canticle of Creatures” sometimes called
“Canticle of Brother Sun”. Written late in
life, when blindness had limited his sight
of the outside world, this song shows
that Francis’ imagination was alive with
love for creation. In it Francis names
other created things as his brothers and
sisters and speaks with them. These
include:
•
Brother Sun
•
Sisters Moon and Stars
•
Brothers Wind and Air
•
Sister Water
•
Brother Fire
•
Sister Earth, our mother
•
Sister Death

“My brothers, birds, you should
praise your Creator very much
and always love him; he gave you
feathers to clothe you, wings so
that you can fly, and whatever else
is necessary for you. God made
you noble among his creatures
and gave you a home in the pure
air. Though you do not plant
seeds or harvest crops, God still
protects and guides you without
you having to worry.”
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Francis died in 1226, but today he is
honored by the Catholic Church as the
patron saint of animals and ecology.
Every year on the Sunday nearest his
feast day on 4 October, Catholic and
other Christian churches around the
world hold services where animals are
blessed. These services are a powerful
way to celebrate both Francis’ and God’s
loving concern for all creatures.
Children on Pitt Island, Chatham Islands,
releasing Black Robins

Task Twenty-Two
In 1979, when Pope John Paul II named Francis of Assisi as the patron saint of
all those who work for ecology (care for the environment) it was seen as a very
popular decision.
•

Why was Francis such a good choice?

Something to Think About
Am I like Francis of Assisi?
•
•

Do I see Te Atua in the world around me?
Do I think of other created things as my brothers and sisters?

Prayer
Gentle, Gracious God, open our eyes and ears,
Teach us your way, help us as we learn from our universe!
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Task Twenty-Three
1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8
9

10

11

12
13
14

15

16
17

18

Down

Across

1.

Sir Peter Blake won the Americas Cup twice
during this career.
The name given to the brotherhood who
followed Francis.
Francis referred to the moon as this.

2.

Francis thought of this as his brother.
Sir Peter was an envoy to this organisation's
environment programme (two words).
Another word for song.
The river where Sir Peter Blake was killed.
Francis was in prison in this city.
Francis once preached to a flock of these.
Francis tried to follow the way of life
taught by Christ in these four scriptures.

9.
10.
13.
14.
17.

4.
5.
7.
8.
10.
11.
12.
15.
16.

3.
4.
6.

18.

49

Sir Peter Blake was committed to protecting
the
of the world.
Clare’s age when she heard Francis preach.
The patron saint of animals and ecology.
The town in Italy where Francis lived.
The hardest part of any project (two words).
Francis’s soulmate.
Piero Bernardone's trade.
Francis' feast is celebrated during this month.
The name of the boat Sir Peter Blake used on
his expedition.
Francis told the birds to praise their
.

PART SEVEN
World Builders

Focus:
• We share in God’s work of creation
whenever we use our time, our talents
and our resources well.
• People are working creatively in a great
variety of ways to make the world a better
place to live in.
• As citizens of Oceania we have a special task
to care for the environment of the Pacific.
• We each have the mana (spiritual power)
to help build the world and save the earth.

WORDS TO
UNDERSTAND
creativity
Oceania
industrialised
nations
transnational
corporations

The Gift of Creativity
Te Atua invites each of us to share in the work of creation. By using well the talents
God has given us, especially the gift of creativity, we become God’s co-creators.
Because each of us is unique, one of a kind, the creativity that we all have, will be
expressed in ways that are individual to us. Whatever our particular creative gifts
are, we are called to use them to build up God’s creation.
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Task Twenty-Four
How I Express My Creativity
We are all individuals who express our creativity in a variety of ways.
Listed below are different ways that people reveal their creativity. Tick all the
ways that apply to you:
Group One
I like to: read, write and tell stories.
I am good at: memorising names, places, dates and other details.
I learn best by: saying, hearing and seeing words.
Group Two
I like to: do experiments, figure things out, work with numbers, ask
questions and explore patterns and relationships.
I am good at: maths, reasoning, logic and problem solving.
I learn best by: sorting ideas into groups and seeing patterns and
relationships.
Group Three
I like to: draw, build, design and create things, daydream, look at pictures/
slides, watch movies and play with machines.
I am good at: imagining things, sensing changes, mazes/puzzles and
reading maps, charts.
I learn best by: visualising, dreaming, using the mind's eye and working with
colours/pictures.
51

Continues on the NEXT PAGE

PART SEVEN – WORLD BUILDERS

Group Four
I like to: sing, hum tunes, listen to music, play an instrument and respond
to music.
I am good at: picking up sounds, remembering melodies, noticing pitches/
rhythms and keeping time. I learn best by: rhythm, melody and music.
Group Five
I like to: move around, touch and talk and use body language.
I am good at: physical activities (sports/dance/acting) and crafts.
I learn best by: touching, moving around, and experiencing things through
my body.
Group Six
I like to: have lots of friends, talk to people and join groups.
I am good at: understanding people, leading others, organising,
communicating, manipulating and sorting out conflicts.
I learn best by: sharing, comparing, relating, co-operating and interviewing.
Group Seven
I like to: work alone and follow my own interests.
I am good at: understanding myself, focusing on my feelings/dreams,
following my instincts, having my own interests/goals and being original.
I learn best by: working alone, doing individualised projects, working at
my own pace, and having my own space.
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If most of the things you ticked were in:
•

Group One you are probably a person whose creativity is expressed
mainly through language.

•

Group Two you are probably a person whose creativity is expressed
mainly through logic and mathematics.

•

Group Three you are probably a person whose creativity is mainly
expressed spatially.

•

Group Four you are probably a person whose creativity is expressed
mainly through music.

•

Group Five you are probably a person whose creativity is expressed
mainly through physical activity.

•

Group Six you are probably a person whose creativity is expressed
mainly through relationships with others.

•

Group Seven you are probably a person whose creativity is expressed
mainly through your relationship with yourself.

53

PART SEVEN – WORLD BUILDERS

World Builders

Task Twenty-Five

A million wheels whir and turn
to make chairs and tables
clocks and carving knives
television sets and motor cars, all the million needs
of the modern world.

1.

Name the different ways
mentioned in the poem that
people build a better world?

2.

Which one thing does the
writer see as being most
important? Why do you think
the writer sees this as being
special?

3.

The poem tells us that world
builders work “with God
towards a better world”. 		
Why is it important for people
to work with God as they
build a better world?

Tractors pull, iron jaws clamp fast;
furnaces glow redly in the night;
water churns through power stations;
steel glows, cools, is shaped and fashioned
as people mould their world.
Airliners lift, trains hurtle;
cars move in endless stream;
engineers plan,
workers toil, scientists probe,
space is conquered
time shrinks.
A father bends to lift a weeping child,
dries tears, soothes, comforts, scolds, corrects;
ties a shoelace;
solves a problem;
shares a joke; advises.
A mother stirs a saucepan,
quiets a fear,
mends torn garments, hearts, lives.
Watches,
waits in patience;
understands.
World builders all
working with God towards
a better world.
Working with steel, ideas, soil,
with electronics, computers, atoms
and people, especially
children.
from NCRS Programme The Truth
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Caring for Creation in the Local Community
In our own local communities people share in God’s creative work through their
efforts to care for God’s creation, through the things that they make and the things
that they do.
By using their time, talent and resources well these people are making the world a
better place to live in – they are world builders.
Here are two examples, both taken from local newspapers, of the sorts of creative
things that people can do to make a difference:
Digging in for a Good Cause
It’s a dirty business but Alison Dawber

“We’re hoping the service that we offer
will keep people worm composting
long-term rather than fly-by-nighting.”

and Bev Johnson are confident their
worm composting company is the
answer to Christchurch’s growing
waste problem.

Mrs Johnson said she and 58-yearold Ms Dawber hoped to get worm
composting systems set up in tens of
thousands of households around the
city. “The aim is to dramatically reduce
the city’s waste stream and to earn
ourselves a small liveable wage at the
same time.

In a commercial first for Christchurch,
the pair are offering to set up and
maintain worm composting systems
for households around the city. For
a small weekly fee they will keep
your rubbish heap stocked with
environmentally-friendly creepycrawlies and ensure your compost
system is hassle and odour-free.

“We’re just two old ladies trying to do
something for our environment before
it is too late,” Mrs Johnson said.

“Anyone can set up a worm
composting system but most people
give up after a couple of months
because it’s actually more complicated
than they thought. Often the worms
die or the heap begins to smell,” said
Mrs Johnson, a 47-year-old widow from
Southshore.
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Tribe to Record Oral History
Ngai Tahu is preserving its traditions
and stories on camera.

“We have decided the best approach
is to provide our rūnanga and their
whānau (family) with the tools to record
the oral history.

The tribe has initiated an oral history
project to record the personal accounts
of its elders.

“They can then decide when, how, and
for whom the histories are recorded,”
he said.

It has held hui (meetings) to train
people in the use of audiovisual
equipment, and members from the
18 rūnanga (councils) have been given
digital recording equipment.

“Our concern is simply to help ensure
the histories get recorded.”
The project’s focus will be on capturing
current events as well as interviewing
kaumātua (elders) and other iwi
members about historical events.

Ngai Tahu Development Corporation
chief executive Paul White said the
iwi recognised the importance of
capturing their history.

Task Twenty-Six
Take one of the above situations and explain how the person or people
involved are making a difference?
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Task Twenty-Seven
Look in your local newspaper, listen to your community radio station, and ask
around your neighbourhood. Find your own examples of individuals or groups
who are using their time, talent and resources to make the community a better
place.
Choose one example that especially appeals to you. Share it within your group
or class.

Something to Discuss
“God is the Creator, and the earth is God’s creation. If we lose touch with the
earth – we lose touch with God.”
“We must become islands of creativity, places where civilisation can be
rebuilt.”
•
•

What do you think is meant by each of these comments?
How true are they?
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Caring for Creation in Oceania
Aotearoa, along with Australia and the Pacific island nations, is located in a part of
the world called Oceania.
Throughout the world Oceania is known for its great natural beauty and for its
unspoiled environment. In a letter to the Church in Oceania (22 November 2001),
Pope John Paul II reminds the people in the region that they are responsible for
caring for the beautiful envisronment that surrounds them:
Because creation was entrusted to human stewardship, the natural world
is not just a resource to be exploited but also a reality to be respected and
even reverenced as a gift and trust from God. It is the task of human beings
to care for, preserve and cultivate the treasures of creation.
On behalf of people everywhere, the Pope asks the governments and peoples of
Oceania to be special stewards of the Pacific Ocean – which contains over one half of
the earth’s total supply of water. He asks the Pacific peoples to protect this precious
environment for present and future generations:
The continued health of this and other oceans is crucial for the welfare of
peoples not only in Oceania but in every part of the world.
The natural resources of Oceania need to be protected against the
harmful policies of some industrialised nations and increasingly powerful
transnational corporations which can lead to deforestation, despoliation of
the land, pollution of rivers by mining, over-fishing of profitable species, or
fouling the fishing-grounds with industrial and nuclear waste. The dumping
of nuclear waste in the area constitutes an added danger to the health
of the indigenous population. Yet it is also important to recognise that
industry can bring great benefits when undertaken with due respect for
the rights and the culture of the local population and for the integrity of the
environment.
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Task Twenty-Eight
The Pope’s letter mentions a number of
dangers that the environment of Oceania
faces because of the harmful actions of
industrialised nations and transnational
corporations.
1.

What are:

a.

industrialised nations? 		

b.

transnational corporations?

2.

Name five environmental dangers
facing Oceania that the Pope warns
about.

Something to Think About
•
•

Which of the issues spoken about in the Pope’s letter are a
problem for Aotearoa?
Which of the issues spoken about in the Pope’s letter should
New Zealand do something about?

Something to Research
Choose one of the environmental issues mentioned in the Pope’s letter and see
what you can find out about it.
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Becoming a World Builder and Saving the Earth
It is easy for us to stand back and admire those people, the famous and the not so
well-known, who are working to save the earth by improving our communities and
creating a better world. It is more of a challenge for each of us to become motivated
enough to work for change ourselves. After all, the issues often seem so big and it is
not always clear where the best place is to start!
The following Action Plan suggests ways in which we can all become world builders
and save the earth. This may not happen overnight but it will happen!
Action Plan – to Build the World and Save the Earth
•

•

•
•

•

Take personal responsibility for
making things happen – let change
begin with you!
Educate yourself – learn about the
important issues facing the world
today!
Start small – start at home!
Gather a team around you – it’s
easier and more effective to work
with others!
Act locally – identify what you can
do to improve your street, your
school, and your neighbourhood!

•

•

•

Support global action – write
letters, send emails, join internet
chat rooms, become a member
of an international environmental
organiSation, donate whatever
money you can spare!
Celebrate and worship – thank God
for the blessings of the earth and
pray for wisdom in your use of the
earth’s resources!
Have fun – working for a serious
cause doesn’t mean you can’t enjoy
yourself!

To be a world builder takes three things:
•
Time (the minutes and hours that are yours each day)
•
Talent (the individual gifts and abilities which you have received)
•
Treasure (the goods and resources, including money, that are given to you
for your use)
Use your time, your talents and your treasure well to benefit God’s creation.
Remember that God’s creation includes people, animals, and plants – the earth itself
and all it contains.
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Task Twenty-Nine
Reflect on the different ways that you can use your time, talent and treasure
creatively. Complete the following statements:
1.

I can use my time to be creative in the following situations:

2.

I have these talents and abilities which I can use creatively to make my
part of the world a better place:

3.

I have these resources which I can share to build up God’s creation:
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Task Thirty
As individuals and members of groups, we are all called to be caretakers or
stewards of God’s creation.
•

•

Come up with different practical suggestions that show you care for
the animals, plants, water, and air around you, as well as for your home,
your school and your neighbourhood.
Work individually to complete Column A and with a group from your
class to complete Column B.
A

As an individual, I can show that
I care by:
Animals

Plants

Water

Air

My home

Our school

Our
neighbourhood
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B

As a group, we can show that
we care by:
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Getting Practical
If you are concerned about a particular environmental issue or the general state
of the environment, but are not too sure what you can do about it, here are
some practical suggestions to stimulate your creativity. Try some – or others of
your own!
1.

Walk in the wilderness.
»» Take only photographs … leave only footprints.
»» Make a sound quiz. Work with a partner and record environmental
sounds on a tape recorder. Number each sound and set up a quiz
for your classmates.
2. Collect junk or waste material (plastic, metal, paper, glass etc.) and use it
to create a work of art or useful object.
»» Give away what you have made as a gift.
»» Recycle any of the junk or waste material that you have left over.
3. Tramp in the hills.
»» With a tape recorder, find and bring back sounds that you like or
dislike. Find sounds that make you feel angry, beautiful, anxious,
peaceful, sad, happy and afraid.
4. Visit the bush.
»» Look up through the trees to the sky. Imagine you are a bird flying
overhead. Write a poem describing what the bush looks like to you.
5. Become a volunteer – join in an environmental project.
6. Enter a conservation award either as an individual or as a member of a
group. See your science teacher for details.
7. Write a letter to your local Council, your Member of Parliament or to the
newspaper about an environmental issue that is bothering you.
8. Outside in a lonely spot, look closely at the ground. Imagine you are a
beetle or an ant. What would things on the ground look like to you? Tell
your partner.
9. Plant a tree or grow a garden.
10. Report oil spills, illegal rubbish dumping, water pollution and excessively
smoky chimneys to your local pollution hotline.
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PART TEN
Summary
•

People from different cultures and countries have their own creation stories
which explain how the world and everything in it came to exist.

•

The best known creation story of Aotearoa is Te Wehenga O Rangi Raua Ko
Papa (The separation of Rangi and Papa).

•

Christians believe that one God created the universe.

•

The Book of Genesis tells two stories of creation that have been handed
down by Jews and Christians in their Scriptures.

•

The Genesis creation stories tell us that God created the universe.

•

Science explains the universe God created.

•

De-Creation is a result of humankind’s decision to operate apart from God.

•

An important aspect of de-creation is humankind’s separation from the rest
of creation.

•

The devastation of the earth’s environment by humankind is the most
obvious example of the physical destruction of God’s creation.

•

God’s covenant with Noah is a sign that God continues to care for creation.

•

The Old Testament looks forward to the time when God’s reign will be
established on earth and creation will be renewed.

•

Through Jesus Christ, God renews and completes creation.

•

Jesus teaches his followers that God cares for creation.
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•

People have always celebrated the relationship between the Creator and
creation.

•

The Hebrew and Christian Scriptures – especially the Psalms – celebrate
God as the source of all creation.

•

Writers and artists today continue to respond to God and creation.

•

God invites humankind to be God’s Co-creators.

•

Stewardship involves working on God’s behalf to care for the rest of creation
and to use it wisely.

•

In our own time, as in the past, there are many individuals and groups who
are examples of good stewardship.

•

We share in God’s work of creation whenever we use our time, our talents
and our resources well.

•

People are working creatively in a great variety of ways to make the world a
better place to live in.

•

As citizens of Oceania we have a special task to care for the environment of
the Pacific.

•

We each have the power to help build the world and save the earth.
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GLOSSARY

of Māori terms
This glossary gives explanation of Māori terms which are italicised in the text. The
first time a Māori term appears in the text, its English meaning appears in brackets
after it.
Pronunciation – correct pronunciation of Māori comes only with practice in listening
to and speaking the language. The English phonetic equivalents provided under each
Māori word are intended to provide a reasonably accurate guide for students. If in
doubt please seek assistance from someone practised in correct pronunciation of Te
Reo Māori.
´ indicates stressed syllable
Aoraki
ú h-aw- rú h-kee

Cloud in the sky. The highest mountain
in New Zealand, it is known as Aorangi to
North Island tribes and as Mount Cook to
Pākehā. A Ngai Tahu myth explains that
this mountain was once a man, one of the
sons of Raki, the sky father. Aoraki, and his
brothers were changed into the mountains
known today as the Southern Alps, when
their canoe tipped over on their way to
greet Papatūānuku, their father’s new wife.
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Aroha
úh-raw-huh

In general, means love and/or compassion.
Note that the word is used in two senses:
1.	a joyful relationship involving the
expression of goodwill and the doing
of good, empathy.
2.	sympathy, compassion towards those
who are unhappy or suffering.

Atua
úh-too-uh

The Māori word Atua has been used to
describe God in the Christian sense since
missionary times. Before the coming of
Christianity, Māori used the word atua to 		
describe many kinds of spiritual beings (in
the way we now use the word “spirit”)
and also unusual events.

Haumia Tiketike
húh-oo-mee-uh tíh-keh-tih-keh

The guardian spirit of all uncultivated food.

Hehu
héh-hoo

Jesus.

He Tangata
heh túng-uh-tuh

Human beings.

He Tino Tangata
heh tín-aw túng-uh-tuh

Fully human.

Hine Ahu One
híh-neh úh-hoo áw-neh

The woman formed from earth. Tāne
shaped the earth into a female form and
breathed life into it.
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Mana
múh-nuh

Spiritual power and authority. Its sources
are both divine and human, namely, God,
one’s ancestors and one’s achievements in
life. Mana comes to people in three ways:
Mana tangata, from people, mana whenua,
from the land, and mana atua, from the
spiritual powers.

Matua
múh-too-uh

This means father or parent. It is the word
used for father in the Lord’s Prayer in Māori.
Matua wahine means mother in the Hail
Mary. Matua tane means father.
Note that mātua, with a long vowel, is the
plural of this word.

Nga Rongo Pai

The Gospels.

nguh ráw-ngaw púh-ee
Ngai Tahu
ngúh-ih túh-hoo

Also known as Kai Tahu. The iwi who inhabit
the South Island of Aotearoa.

Noa
náw-uh

Free from tapu restrictions, which have
been lifted by ceremony or ritual. This
form of noa is positive, it is the freedom to
go on with life after being released from
restricting factors, eg after a powhiri; on
leaving a cemetery; after a reconciliation
etc. Noa can also be negative: a state of
weakness and powerlessness which affects
both people who have suffered violation
or abuse and also those who have caused
violation or abuse.
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Papatūaānuku
puh-puh-too-ah-noo-koo

The earth mother, often called Papa.

Hohou Rongo
háw-haw-oo ráw-ngaw

The restoring of tapu and mana, by a
process of reconciliation which involves
acknowledging violations, accepting
responsibility and giving redress.
When written with initial capital letters,
Hohou Rongo, refers to the Sacrament of
Penance or Reconciliation.

Raki
rúh-kee

The Ngai Tahu name for Rangi.

Rakiroa
rúh-kee-raw-uh

Long Raki. A brother of Aoraki.

Rakirua
rúh-kee-roo-uh

Raki the second. A brother of Aoraki.

Rangima- rie
rúng-ee-máh-ree-eh

Peace.

Ranginui
rúng-ee-noo-ee

The Sky Father, often called Rangi.

Rarakiroa
rúh-ruh-kee-raw-uh

Long Unbroken Line. A brother of Aoraki.

Rongomata- ne
ráw-ngaw-muh-tah-neh

The guardian spirit of all cultivated food,
also known as Rongo.
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Rūnanga
róo-nuh-nguh

Council, assembly.

Tamaiti
túh-muh-i-tee

The word for son.

Tāne Mahuta
táh-neh múh-hoo-tuh

The spirit and guardian of forests. The
ancestor of human beings.

Tangaroa
túh-nguh-raw-uh

The spirit of the sea and guardian of all
things that live in water.

Tangata
túng-uh-tuh

Person, people, human.

Tangata Whenua
túng-uh-tuh féh-noo-uh

Indigenous people of the land, or their
descendants. Local people, home people,
people of a marae are usually spoken of as
hunga kānga, iwi kāinga or tangata kāinga,
not tangata whenua.
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Tapu
túh-poo

This word is used in three senses:
1.	restrictions or prohibitions which
safeguard the dignity and survival of
people and things
2.	the value, dignity, or worth of someone
or something, eg the holiness of
God, human dignity, the value of the
environment
3.	the intrinsic being or essence of
someone or something, eg tapu i Te
Atua is the intrinsic being of God, the
divine nature.
Please note: when tapu refers to the Tapu
of God it is written as Tapu.

Tāwhirimātea
táh-fíh-ree-máh-teh-uh

The spirit of winds.

Te Ao Ma-rama
teh úh-aw máh-ruh-muh

The world of light – this world, which God
created out of darkness.

Te Ao Wairua
teh úh-aw wúh-i-roo-uh

The spiritual world.

Te Aranga
teh úh-rung-uh

The Resurrection.

Te Kore
teh káw-reh

The Nothingness.
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Te Paipera Tapu
teh púh-ih-peh-ruh túh-poo

The Holy Bible.

Te Rangatiratanga
teh rung-uh-tée-ruh-tung-uh

The Kingdom or Reign of God.

Te Tamaiti a Te Atua
teh túh-muh-i-tee uh teh úh-too-uh

The second person of the blessed Trinity.
The Son of God.

Te Wā
teh wáh

A period of time in which a series of events,
affecting people and their lives, take place,
which enable people to reach goals, or
moments of achievement.

Te Waka A Aoraki
teh wúh-kuh uh úh-aw-ruh-kee

The canoe of Aoraki. The South Island of
New Zealand.

Te Wairua Tapu
teh wúh-i-roo-uh túh-poo

The Holy Spirit.

Te Wehenga O Rangi
Raua Ko Papa
teh wéh-heh-nguh aw rúng-ee
rúh-oo-uh kaw púh-puh

The separation of Rangi and Papa.

Tika
tíh-kuh

Justice, what is right or should be done.
Demands that tapu be acknowledged and
respected.

Tūmatauenga
tóo-muh-tuh-oo-eh-nguh

The spirit of war. Sometimes called Tū.
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Tūpuna
tóo-poo-nuh

Ancestors. Some areas use the term tīpuna.

Waiata
wúh-ee-uh-tuh

Song or hymn.

Waka
wúh-kuh

Canoe.

Whānau
fáh-nuh-oo

Extended family.

Whenua
féh-noo-uh

Land.
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